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extremity of wonder, to see her wish granted so un-
expectedly as soon as uttered: and then she suddenly
swayed, and sank to earth, bereft of sense.    But I
leaped towards her, and caught her, and received in
strong arms the bride given me by herself and the
god.    And I looked towards him, as he watched us,
saying: O god of good luck, surely thy power must
be very great, that can so easily bring about things
apparently impossible.    For what could possibly be
more unlikely than that I should have come here as
I did, for her to find me in the bushes in the very
nick of time?   And I said to my wife, as she lay
swooning in my arms :  Dear, though thou hast, like
an abhtsdrikd) given thyself to me of thy own accord,
I will not abuse thy confidence, nor take an unfair
advantage, though I would give my soul to kiss thee,
all marble white and lifeless as thou art, on those
delicious lips.   And then, I shouted aloud, saying to
myself: Doubtless her companions cannot be very far.
And hearing the shout, all the deer suddenly stopped
grazing, and looked at me reproachfully:   and in a
little while, that band  of maidens also reappeared,.
And seeing me standing, with their companion in my
arms, they also stopped short, as they ran towards us,
and stood, exactly, like the deer whose eyes their own
resembled, balanced in the swing of irresolution, half
terrified of me, half drawn towards me by curiosity
and astonishment    And, seeing them at a stand, I'